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IN THE CLAIMS; 

1. (Currently Amended) A method of searching a collaborative document 
database, comprising the steps of: 

providing said database with a plurality of parent documents and a plurality of 
child document s, each of said child documents being related to at least one of 
the parent documents in said database; 

for each of the parent document documents, building an combining said parent 
document and the child documents related to said parent document, into a 
master index documen t including listing a portion of aoid child docum e nt s ; 



D taking selected field items from the parent document: 

iD placing said selected field items as fields on the index 
document: 

placing text from said parent document in said fields of the 
index document: and 

iv) placing text from said related child documents in said fields 
of the index document: 
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providing a search term; and 

searching all said index documents for said search term. 

2. (Currently Amended) A method according to Claim 1, wherein: 

e ach child docum e nt is r e lated to at lcaat one of the poront documonts; and 

the building combining step includes the step of identifying in the index 
document for each parent document, at least some of the child documents 
related to the parent document. 

3. (Original) A method according to Claim 2, wherein the searching step 
includes the step of, for each parent document, searching for the search term in 
the child documents identified in the index document for the parent document 

4. (Original) A method according to Claim 2, wherein the identifying step 
includes the step of identifying in the index document for each parent 
document, all of the child documents related to the parent document. 
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5. (Original) A method according to Claim 2, wherein the identifying step 
includes the step of identifying in the index document for each parent 
document, only the child documents that both are related to the parent 
document and meet predefined criteria. 

6. (Currently Amended) A system for searching a collaborative document 
database, comprising: 

means for providing said database with a plurality of parent documents and a 
plurality of child documents , each of said child documents being related to at 
least one of the parent documents in said database? ; 

means for building combining for each parent document, a» said parent 
document and the child documents related to said parent document into a 
master index documen t including listing a portion of said child docum e nt s; 

0 means for taking selected field items from the parent 
document: 

ix) means for placing said selected field items as fields on the 
index document: 
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iii) means for placing text from said parent document in said 
fields of the index document: and 

iv) means for placing text from said related child documents in 
said fields of the index document: 

means for providing a search term; and 

means for searching all said index documents for said search term. 

7. (Currently Amended) A system according to Claim 6, wherein: 

each child document io r e lat e d to at least on e of th e parent documents; and 

the building combining means includes the means for identifying in the index 
document for each parent document, at least some of the child documents 
related to the parent document. 

8. (Original) A system according to Claim 7, wherein the searching means 
includes means for searching, for each parent document, for the search term in 
the child documents identified in the index document for the parent document 
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9. (Original) A system according to Claim 7, wherein the identifying means includes 
the means for identifying in the index document for each parent document, all of the 
child documents related to the parent document 

10. (Original) A system according to Claim 7, wherein the identifying means includes 
means for identifying in the index document for each parent document, only the child 
documents that both are related to the parent document and meet predefined criteria. 

11. (Currently Amended) A program storage device readable by machine, tangibly 
embodying a program of instructions executable by the machine to perform method 
steps for searching a collaborative document database, said method steps comprising: 

providing said database with a plurality of parent documents and a plurality of child 
document s, ach of said child documents being related to at least one of the "parent 
documents in said database : 

for each of the parent document documents, building on combining said parent 
document and the child documents related to said parent document, into a master 
index documen t including listing a portion of said child documonto; 

i) taking selected field items from the parent document: 

ii) placing said selected field items as fields on the index document: 

g r \ibm\1110\13 99S\araend\13 995 . idl 
PAGE 11/17 * RCVD AT 11/12/2004 4:21:02 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-1S5 * DNI8: 8729308 * CSID: 51 67424366 * DURATION (mm-ss): 04-34 



11-12-04-; 5: 21PM;SSMP FAX 



; 5 1 67424366 



* 12/ 17 



iifl placing text from said parent document in said fields of the index 
document: and 

iv) placing text from said related child documents in said fields of the 
index document: 

providing a search term; and 

searching all said index documents for said search term. 

12. (Currently Amended) A program storage device according to Claim 11, 
wherein: \ 

e ach child docum e nt is relat e d to at l e ast on e of th e ^arent docum e nt s ; and 

the building combining step includes the step of identifying in the index document for 
each parent document, at least some of the child documents related to the parent 
document. 

13. (Original) A program storage device according to Claim 12, wherein the 
searching step includes the step of, for each parent document, searching for the search 
term in the child documents identified in the index document for the parent document. 

7 g:\ibm\1 1 10\13995\amendU3995.idl 
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14. (Original) A program storage device according to Claim 12, wherein the 
identifying step includes the step of identifying in the index document for each parent 
document, all of the child documents related to the parent document 

15. (Original) A program storage device according to Claim 12, wherein the 
identifying step includes the step of identifying in the index document for each parent 
document, only the child documents that both are related to the parent document and 
meet predefined criteria. 
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